602d Training Group (Provisional) JET Mission

Provide combat mission ready Joint Expeditionary Tasking Airmen to U.S Army combatant commanders through premier training, scheduling and equipping.
JET Background

The Joint Expeditionary Tasking (JET) program was created in 2004 as the In-Lieu-Of (ILO) program.  In June of 2006, the Chief of Staff of the Air Force charged Air Education and Training Command and Second Air Force (2 AF) with managing and refining the ILO training pipeline due to growing concerns about the lack of command and control over ILO missions.  Prior to this period, Airmen tasked with ILO deployments would depart their home station with little, if any, Air Force oversight until they returned from their deployment.  Combat Skills Training (CST) and equipping issues were stove-piped within functional communities causing significant disparities.  There was no single Air Force voice to the Department of the Army (DA) and Army Forces Command (FORSCOM) resulting in training and equipping shortfalls.  Upon assumption of the ILO management mission, Second Air Force set out to first establish command and control, then centralize scheduling and finally modify curriculum and equipment requirements.
Second Air Force spent the next 4 years examining and analyzing every key function of ILO deployments.  They delivered feedback to responsible organizations or made modifications where they had the authority to do so.  The 2 AF instigated Training and Equipment Requirements Board (TERB) was an important catalyst for change within the program.  The recurring gathering of experts from each Service, functional area, career field, major commands and HQ Air Force allowed for on the spot corrections to some issues and the capture of action items which would take longer to resolve.  
Today, the JET mission remains a high visibility program.  Although JET taskings make up just 5% of all Air Force deployments, their non-standard nature keeps them high on the list of Senior Leader concerns.  2 AF is still charged with oversight of all JET pre-deployment training from its headquarters location at Keesler AFB Mississippi.  2 AF’s provisional unit, the 602d Training Group (602 TRG(P)), facilitates and influences policies and procedures for JET Airmen training and equipping through year-round coordination and bi-annual TERBs.  602 TRG (P) personnel schedule Combat Skills Training (CST) for JET Airmen as well as Combat Airmen Skills Training (CAST) for Individual Augmentees.  The 602d Training Group (Provisional) manages an operations center at Keesler AFB as well as detachments at each of the CST locations to ensure smooth movement and training of approximately 5,000 Airmen each year.  
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